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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA SYSTEM

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM LEADERSHIP
Judy Genshaft, USF System President
Ralph Wilcox, USF System Provost & Executive Vice President
John Long, USF System Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
Charles Lockwood, USF Senior Vice President for USF Health and  
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THE SYMBOLS OF LEARNING

THE GOWN — The gown has become symbolic of the de-
mocracy of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of 
rank or social standing. The sleeves of the gown indicate the 
level of the degree held by the wearer. A long, pointed sleeve 
indicates the bachelor’s degree. The master’s gown has an 
oblong sleeve cut in an arc, with a slit at either the upper arm 
or wrist. The USF doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves and 
three black bars on the sleeve. The doctoral robe also has the 
seal of the university on the velvet facing.
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PROCESSIONAL (please stand)	

CEREMONY OPENING	 James Garey, Trustee and President of the Faculty Senate

NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Julia Glicksberg, College of The Arts

PLATFORM INTRODUCTIONS
AND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME	 President Judy Genshaft

STUDENT WELCOME	 Joshua Kilborn, Ph.D., College of Marine Science
							     
							     
HONORARY DEGREE	 Ralph Wilcox, Provost, presenting
	 Patricia Flatley-Brennan
							     

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL DEGREES	
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PATRICIA FLATLEY-BRENNAN
HONORARY DOCTOR OF ENGINEERNG 
AND NURSING

Patricia Flatley Brennan, RN, PhD, is the Director of the National Library 
of Medicine (NLM). The NLM is the world’s largest biomedical library 
and the producer of digital information services used by scientists, health 
professionals and members of the public worldwide. She assumed the 
directorship in August 2016.

In January 2017, with the transition of the trans-NIH data science initiatives 
to NLM, as recommended by the NLM Working Group Report to the NIH 
Director, Brennan also assumed the role of NIH Interim Associate Director for 
Data Science (ADDS).

Brennan came to NIH from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she 
was the Lillian L. Moehlman Bascom Professor at the School of Nursing and 
College of Engineering. She also led the Living Environments Laboratory at 
the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery, which develops new ways for effective 
visualization of high dimensional data.

Brennan is a pioneer in the development of information systems for patients. 
She developed ComputerLink, an electronic network designed to reduce 
isolation and improve self-care among home care patients. She directed 
HeartCare, a web-based information and communication service that helps 
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M. DWAYNE SMITH
DEAN, OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Dear graduate,

Congratulations on your graduation today from the University of South 
Florida. It is an honor for me to acknowledge your great success and 
receipt of your graduate degree. You can be proud of your degree from 
the University of South Florida as we continue to climb in national 
and international prominence for excellence in research, teaching, and 
community engagement. A major component of the mission of the 
Office of Graduate Studies is to facilitate the development of present-day 
and future global leaders – one student at a time.

Today, you represent how that mission is being achieved. Through your 
work and accomplishments here as students and now graduates, we 
thank you for strengthening our ability as a university to demonstrate 
student success. I encourage you to continue your quest for excellence 
and become the leaders who will transform the world. You now join 
over 300,000 USF alumni who represent every state and nearly 160 
nations. I hope you will be an active alumnus and let us know of your 
future accomplishments. Congratulations again and best wishes for the 
stellar future I know you have.

Sincerely,
 
M. Dwayne Smith, Senior Vice Provost and 
Dean, Office of Graduate Studies
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APRIL MONTEITH
USF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CHAIR

Dear graduate,

Congratulations! Today is your first day as a USF alumnus, a distinction 
you have earned and will proudly hold for the rest of your life. It is a 
special day for you and the friends and family who supported you.

Since the first graduating class in 1963, USF alumni have brought honor 
and distinction to the university in many areas, including medicine, 
business, law, the arts, public service, technology, engineering and 
education. With each passing year — and graduating class — the 
university’s stature grows as its alumni are recognized across the state 
and nation, and around the world.

From this day forward, you will carry on that tradition. Wherever your 
future takes you, you’ll carry with you the distinguished reputation of 
a world-class university. I personally invite and encourage you to stay 
connected to your Alma Mater through the USF Alumni Association. 
Your membership connects you with your fellow Bulls and creates 
meaningful ways for all of us to:

• Promote and protect USF
• Share your USF pride 
• Stay connected
• Make an impact and help USF succeed

Take full advantage of your first year complimentary USF Alumni 
Association membership by getting involved in your local chapter (we 
have USF alumni chapters around the globe!) and your college alumni 
society.

We are incredibly proud of the accomplishments you and your family 
celebrate today. With your degree and educational experiences to reflect 
on, you are now truly Unstoppable!

In Bull Pride, 

April Monteith ‘01, ‘03
Chair, USF Alumni Association
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Heather Fox, English
B.A., Mary Baldwin College
M.A., Mary Baldwin College
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University 
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Kali Morgan, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S., University of Central Florida
M.Ed., University of Florida
Dissertation: An Exploration of First-Year 
Students’ Engagement in a Postsecondary 
Common Reading Program
(Co-)Major Professor(s): William H. Young, III, Ed.D. 

Kacie Nadeau, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S., University of South Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Common Core State Standards 
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Aritra Pal, Industrial Engineering
B.E.T., Bengal Engineering and Science 
University, Shibpur
M.S.I.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Improving Service Level of Free-
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Allen Ronald DeSerranno, Business
BA, University of Western Ontario
Dissertation: Enhancing Internet of Things (IoT) 
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Marian Dam, Nursing
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CANDIDATES FOR THE 
SPECIALIST DEGREE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Roger Brindley, InterimDean

EDUCATION SPECIALIST

Educational Leadership

Carmine D. Alfano
Marlou M. Bates
Melanie Merz Cochrane
AnnMarie Courtney
Elizabeth Deckman Damonte Giles
Catherine Michelle Lennard
Angela S. Livingston
Shaylia M. McRae
Tricia Simonsen
Kimberly D. Thompson
Scott P. Weaver

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
James Moy, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Tracy Torrance, Music
B.M., Florida Southern College
M.M., Illinois State University
Dissertation: Music Ensemble Participation: 
Personality Traits and Music Experience
(Co-)Major Professor(s): Jennifer A. Bugos, Ph.D.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Eric M. Eisenberg, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Applied Anthropology
Christine L. Bergmann
Alexander C. Delgado
Mohini D. Dutt
Channah A. Leff
Katherine Maria Padula
Lawrence M. Shaw
Elizabeth A. Southard

Economics
Sawitree Denvanich Ding
Dustin Gaddis
Suzana Karim
Nawar Bin Nayeem
Tyler J. Shutowick

English, Literature
Rachel M. Kelleher

French
Asmith Joseph
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Yunus Elitas
Chaitanya Hadadare
Melodie C. Haider
Mdnazrul Islam
Jason Paul Julia
Jordan Nicole King
William J. Lanham
Asyad T. Musa
Thang T. Nguyen
Oluwafolakemi Ogunsanwo
Adam Robert Parson
Kelly M. Roberts
Victor Enrique Silva 
Santisteban Del Mar
Josef Cecil Smith
Jigar V. Thakkar
Kenneth W. Thompson
Nicolas Torres
Adam Christopher 
  Vierbickas
Charles R. Wilburn
Guang Yu Clement Yang

Business Administration, 
Sport and Entertainment 
Management
Shea Wingate

Business Administration, 
Supply Chain Management
Marcos Jesus Barranco
Anh-My T. Nguyen
Karven Emmanuel Solius
Wenwen Zhang

 MASTER OF SCIENCE



19

Jae Bong Choi
Michael C. Dynarski
Jonathan Falk
Yu-Wen Huang
Claude Juan-Luke Kershaw
Alphonso J. Legree
Jose G. Martell
Ramy Rick Mitwalli
Quan T. Nguyen
Jacob Edward Paikoff
Guangda Ren
Mark Savarese, Jr.
Estevan Serrano
Dhiaan Shakthi Srinivasan
Chien-Sheng Shih
Washma Abid
Roy E. Wilber
Tyronna Williams
Pedro Zandonai Moreira
Zhige Zhang
Rupu Zhao
Jingyao Zou

Finance
Chirag Kiran Baadkar
Yunyu Chen
Caryn Kiatcha Coning
Daniela Contreras
He Cui
Qin Dong
Kai Du
Tian Fu
Yiran Fu
Xingtong Guo
Ronghua Hu
Jiaosi Li
Qingyuan Li
Xinglin Li
Robert Meibers
Hoang D. Nguyen
Tea Reljic
Hongwei Ruan
Weijian Su
Shu Wang
Nicholas C. Williams
Zihang Xu
Danmu Yang
Zichen Yang
Kai-Cheng Yuan
Xingye Zhou
Ling Zhu
Shicheng Zhu

Management
Pin-Hsuan Chiu
Haoqian Dai
Maksym Dolud
Danqi Zhang

Management 
Information Systems
Pratul Sunil Agarwal
Priyanka Ahlawat
Tubanur Alkan
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Nicole R. Clenney


