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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

My dissertationA Feminist Contestation of Ableist Assumptions: Implications for Biomedical
Ethics, Disability Theory, and Phenomenologrgues that the dominant ways of thinking about
the body within philosoph¥ through the lens of biological or cultural determinisiare
inadequate for theorizing experiences of disability because they cannot begin to capture the
complexity of embodied subjectivityhe formergives too much explanatory weight to

particular aspects of the body, whilte lattergivestoo little. Both misshie negotiation between
the embodied subject and her social milieu and fail to account for the role of the individual in
making sense of her situatidrcontend that the experiences and knowledge of disabled people
must be included for epistemic practicekted to disability to be just. Finally, | demonstrate
how philosophical inquiry within biomedical ethics and phenomenology is radically transformed
when experiences of disability are taken seriously.

In the first two chapters, | focus on epistemololarad ontological concerns surrounding
disability within biomedical ethics. Although disabled people and their advocates have been
TXLWH YRFDO UHJDUGLQJ WKHLU YLHZVY RQ GLVDELOLW\ DQG
that affect them, the iarests, knowledge, and experiences of disabled people have had minimal
impact on discussions within biomedical ethics textbooks. The risks of making problematic
assumptions about disability are high within this subfield insofar as bioethicists impdicgsrac
within medical facilities, public policy, and, through student engagement with their texts in
biomedical ethics courses, the views of potential health care professionals. All of these, in turn,
affect the care provided to disabled people and potetiaal parents of disabled children.

Chapter three raises ontological issues related to disability theory, examining the role of the
impairment/disability distinction in framing discussions of the body as well as the status of
experience. | discuss tw@aroaches to incorporating subjective experiences of the body in

disability, arguing that neither is sufficient. | examine debates within feminist theory on

guestions related to experience. | argue that a feminist phenomenological approach that builds on
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