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�³Epistemic Issues in Biomedical Ethics: Ignora�Q�F�H�����.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����D�Q�G���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���´ North American 
Society for Social Philosophy 32nd International Social Philosophy Conference, Liberty, MO, 
July 16-18, 2015. 
 
�³Thinking Critically about Disability in Biomedical Ethics Courses���´��Exploring Collaborative 
Contestations and Diversifying Philosophy, Philadelphia, PA, May 28-30, 2015. 
 
[Invited] �³�(�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F���,�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���%�L�R�P�H�G�L�F�D�O���(�W�K�L�F�V�����,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H�����.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����D�Q�G���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���´ Phi 
Org, Undergraduate Philosophy Organization Meeting, March 19, 2015. 
 
 �³Perform�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����3�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����D�Q�G���7�K�H�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���(�P�E�R�G�L�H�G���6�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���´��The Society for 
Phenomenology and the Human Sciences, New Orleans, LA, October 23-25, 2014.    
 
�³�3�H
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�³�,�P�S�O�L�F�L�W���$�Q�W�L-Disability Attitudes and the Conceptual Inflation of Ableism,�´��1st Global 
Governance and Sustainable Communities Interdisciplinary Conference, University of South 
Florida, Tampa, FL, April 12, 2013. 
 
�³�$�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8�Q�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���)�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V���I�R�U���,�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�L�Q�J���3�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\,�  ́10th Race, 
Class, Gender, and Sexuality Symposium: Building Bridges, Creating Coalition, Miami 
University, Oxford, OH, February 25, 2011. 
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Local Arrangements, 6th International Health Humanities Conference, Houston, TX, March 9-11, 
2017. 
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�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���*�H�Q�G�H�U���6�W�X�G�L�H�V McGovern Center for Humanities and Ethics 
University of South Florida    University of Texas Health Science Center  
kgolombi@usf.edu     Thomas.Cole@uth.tmc.edu 
 
 
 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACT  
My dissertation, A Feminist Contestation of Ableist Assumptions: Implications for Biomedical 
Ethics, Disability Theory, and Phenomenology, argues that the dominant ways of thinking about 
the body within philosophy�² through the lens of biological or cultural determinism�² are 
inadequate for theorizing experiences of disability because they cannot begin to capture the 
complexity of embodied subjectivity. The former gives too much explanatory weight to 
particular aspects of the body, while the latter gives too little. Both miss the negotiation between 
the embodied subject and her social milieu and fail to account for the role of the individual in 
making sense of her situation. I contend that the experiences and knowledge of disabled people 
must be included for epistemic practices related to disability to be just. Finally, I demonstrate 
how philosophical inquiry within biomedical ethics and phenomenology is radically transformed 
when experiences of disability are taken seriously.  

In the first two chapters, I focus on epistemological and ontological concerns surrounding 
disability within biomedical ethics. Although disabled people and their advocates have been 
�T�X�L�W�H���Y�R�F�D�O���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�Q���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���L�Q���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�L�Q�J���E�L�R�H�W�K�L�F�L�V�W�V�¶���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V���W�R���L�V�V�X�H�V��
that affect them, the interests, knowledge, and experiences of disabled people have had minimal 
impact on discussions within biomedical ethics textbooks. The risks of making problematic 
assumptions about disability are high within this subfield insofar as bioethicists impact practices 
within medical facilities, public policy, and, through student engagement with their texts in 
biomedical ethics courses, the views of potential health care professionals. All of these, in turn, 
affect the care provided to disabled people and potential/actual parents of disabled children. 
Chapter three raises ontological issues related to disability theory, examining the role of the 
impairment/disability distinction in framing discussions of the body as well as the status of 
experience. I discuss two approaches to incorporating subjective experiences of the body in 
disability, arguing that neither is sufficient. I examine debates within feminist theory on 
questions related to experience. I argue that a feminist phenomenological approach that builds on 
Merleau-�3�R�Q�W�\�¶�V���Z�R�U�N���R�I�I�H�U�V���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���Z�D�\���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���E�R�G�L�O�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�H�R�U�\�����7�K�H��
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