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CHRISTOPHER F. MEINDL 
 

Director, Florida Studies Program 
Associate Professor of Geography 

University of South Florida, St. Petersburg 
140 7th Avenue South 

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
E-mail: cmeindl@usf.edu 

Telephone: [W] (727) 873-4961 
 
Education 
Ph.D., (Geography)    1996, University of Florida 
M.A., (Geography)     1993, University of North Dakota 
M.A., (History)           1991, San Diego State University 
B.S., (Social Science) 1983, Florida Southern College 
 
Areas of Academic Interest 
Florida 
Springs and Public Policy  
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1989-1995: Soldier, Army National Guard, in Florida, North Dakota, and Minnesota 
 
Academic Journal Articles (* = student/former student) (# corresponding author) 
Marilyn Paulson*, Cole Ewell*, and Christopher F. Meindl#. In review. Florida’s Efforts to 
Assume Section 404 Permitting. 
 
Ana Maria Quintero* and Christopher F. Meindl#.  2019. Politics, the Environment and USF 
St. Petersburg Students. Florida Geographer. Vol. 51: 1-25. 
 
Noah J. Mueller*# and Christopher F. Meindl. 2017. Vulnerability of Caribbean Island 
Ceme
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Christopher F. Meindl.  2004. Wetland Research and Management Implications (an introduction 
to a special issue I guest edited). Physical Geography. 25 (1): 1-3. 
 
Christopher F. 
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Book in Progress 
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Christopher F. Meindl. 2007. Dry Tortugas in The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture, 
volume edited by Martin Melosi, pp. 213-214. Chapel Hill, NC: Univ. of North Carolina Press. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2005. Paradise Restored? Forum. Vol. 29 (1): 24-28. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 1993. Land use of Paynes Prairie: Past and Present, in Joann Mossa  
(ed.) Physical and Human Geography of the Paynes Prairie Solution Basin, Alachua County,  
Florida. (Gainesville, FL): University of Florida Department of Geography. pp. 39-45. 
 
Book Reviews 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2018. Extended Book Review Essay of The Gulf: The Making of an 
American Sea. In Florida Historical Quarterly. Vol. 97 (1): 95-106. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2018. Book Review of Liquid Landscape: Geography and Settlement at 
the Edge of Early America. In Journal of Historical Geography. Vol. 61: 122-123. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2016. Book review of Southern Water, Southern Power: How the 
Politics of Cheap Energy and Water Scarcity Shaped a Region. In AAG (Association of 
American Geographers) Review of Books. Vol. 4 (3): 142-144. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2014. Book review of Florida Sinkholes: Science and Policy. In 
Florida Historical Quarterly. Vol. 93 (2): 249-251. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2011. Book review of Raising Cane in the Glades: the Global Sugar 
Trade and the Transformation of Florida. In Geographical Review. Vol. 101(1): 134-136. 
 
Christopher F. Meindl. 2006. Book review of Interstate Water Allocation in Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia: New Issues, New Methods, New models. In Florida Historical 
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Current (USF St. Petersburg) Courses: Intro to Physical Geography; Human Footprint on the  
Landscape; Natural Hazards; Water Resources Management; Geography Senior Seminar; Water 
Quality Policy and Management; Wetlands, People and Public Policy; Florida Springs; Seminar in 
Advanced Regional Geography (Florida). 
Previous Course Offerings: Research Methods in Florida Studies; Seminar in 
Advanced Human Geography (Sustainability); Global Conservation; World Regional 
Geography; Global Issues; Intro to Geography; Intro to Human Geography; Geography of 
Europe; Geography of the U.S. and Canada; Seeking Small-Town Florida; Intro to Social 
Science; Economic Geography; Historical Geography of the U.S.; Weather and Climate. 
 
Undergraduate Honors AND Graduate Students Supervised (THESIS track) 
Benjamin Stanley. 2020. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy). Determination of Summer 
Thermal Stratification, Winter Circulation, Water Quality and Heat Budget of an Urban Florida 
Lake. 
 
Stephanie M. Leonard. 2019. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy). Seasonal Water Quality 
Trends of Bayboro Harbor, a Humid Subtropical Urban Estuary in Tampa Bay, Florida. 
 
Ana Maria Quintero. 2018. B.A. (Honors, Geography). The Politics of Organic Food 
Consumption, Recycling and Solar Power Use. 
 
Emma Dontis. 2018. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy; co-chair with Dr. Ryan Moyer). 
Mangrove Encroachment into Ecologically Restored Salt Marshes: Quantifying Vegetative and 
Soil Carbon in Tampa Bay, Florida. 
 
Haley Burnaman. 2018. B.S. (Honors, Environmental Science and Policy). Paying For 
Environmental Services: Comparing Progress in Costa Rica and Florida. 
 
Sydney Alhale. 2017. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy). Who Should Manage Red 
Snapper (Lutjanus campechanus) in the Gulf of Mexico? 
 
Kira Barrera. 2015. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy). Springs: Source or Sink? 
Determining Carbon Fluxes of Five First Magnitude Springs on Florida’s Springs Coast. 
 
Ryan Ballogg. 2014. B.S. (Honors, Journalism and Media Studies): Parks of Pinellas. 
 
Leigh Ann Elgin. 2014. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy): An Analysis of Wetland 
Mitigation Success in Hillsborough County, Florida 2000-2007. 
 
Dana Parkinson. 2013. B.S. (Honors, Environmental Science and Policy): County level wetland 
protection in the Southwest Florida Water Management District. 
 
Andrew Hayslip. 2013. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy): From a Culture of 
Consumption to a Culture of Conservation: Will changes in Georgia Water Policy Introduce 
Sustainability to Metropolitan Atlanta and the Apalachicola-
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Matt Miller. 2013. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy): A comparison of avian abundance 
and species richness in palustrine emergent wetlands in southwest Florida. 
 
Andrew Fairbanks. 2012. M.L.A. (Florida Studies): The Good, the Bad and the Garbage: The 
Making of Modern Florida Solid Waste Policy. 
 
Britni Tokotch. 2010. M.S. (Environmental Science and Policy): Stakeholder Perceptions of the 
Gulf of Mexico Grouper and Tilefish Individual Fishing Quota Program. 
 
Diane Wakeman. 2009. M.L.A. (Florida Studies): Workin’ from cain to cain’t: Challenges within 
Florida’s Gulf Coast Oyster Industry. 
 
Ally Bennett. 2008. M.L.A. (Florida Studies): The Builders versus the Birds: Wetlands, People 
and Public Policy in the United States, Florida, and Hillsborough County. 
 
Ph.D. Committees (member): 
Becca David (USF Tampa). 2017. What makes Water Policy Sustainable? An Analysis 
of Water Policies in U.S. Cities. 
 
Noah Mueller. (University of Florida). 2016. How Long is Eternal? The Vulnerability of Small 
Caribbean Island Cemeteries to Sea Level Rise. I served as de-facto co-chair for Noah’s 
committee. 
 
Nicole Caesar (USF Tampa). 2014. Managing Regional Water Resources Amidst Rapid 
Urbanization in Southwest Florida: A Case Study. 
 
Johnny Wong (USF Tampa). 2014. Troubled Waters: Georgia, Florida and Alabama’s 
Conflict Over the Waters of the ACF River Basin. 
 
 
Public Programs Organized or Co-Organized: 
Wetlands: The Kidneys of our Planet, Guest Lecture by William J. Mitsch, on 25 October 2017. 
 
Heroes Return: USF Alum and Their New Books
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Florida Estuaries: Connecting Landscapes to Oceans, program featuring guest speakers 
Nathaniel Reed (former adviser to Gov. Claude Kirk and U.S. Department of Interior), Holly 
Greening (Tampa Bay Estuary Program) and Troy Rice, Indian River Lagoon National Estuary 
Program) on 3 April 2014.  
 
The [Fading?] Promise of Urban and Regional Planning in Florida, with guest speakers Karl 
Nurse (St. Petersburg City Council), Dr. Bruce Stephenson (Rollins College), and Tom Pelham 
(former Florida Secretary of the Department of Community Affairs) on 22 January 2014.  
 
Jim Crow Florida: Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Race, a Chautauqua performance by Betty 
Jean Steinshouer as MK Rawlings on 14 October 2013. 
 
Meet the Editors, Open conversations with editors from several Florida academic journals 
(including Florida Historical Quarterly, Tampa Bay History, The Journal of Florida Studies, The 
Tampa Review and The Florida Scientist) on 23 September 2013. 
 
Water Management in Florida, A Conversation with former Executive Directors of the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District Sonny Vergara and Peter Hubbell 18 April 2013. 
 
Water’s Journey: The River Returns, Film followed with a Guest Lecture by Bill Belleville 
(author and documentary film maker) on 27 February 2013  
 
The Florida Wildlife Corridor Exploration, Guest Lecture by Carlton Ward Jr. on 12 September 
2012. 
 
Water in Florida: Environmental Humanities Meets Public Policy, Guest Lectures and Panel 
Discussion with the following speakers: Governor Bob Martinez, Dr. Jack Davis (University of 
Florida), Dr. Steven Noll (University of Florida), John Moran (photographer), Margaret Ross 
Tolbert (artist), Bill Belleville (author and documentary film maker), Cynthia Barnett (author), 
and Tom Swihart (author and former administrator in the Office of Water Policy, Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection) on 29 March 2012.  
 
Sea Level Rise in Florida, Guest Lecture by Dr. Harold Wanless (University of Miami) on  
1 March 2012. 
 
Blue Revolution: Unmaking America’s Water Crisis, Guest Lecture by Cynthia Barnett (author) 
on 9 February 2012.  
 
Florida’s Water: A Fragile Resource in a Vulnerable State, Guest Lecture by Tom Swihart, 
(author and former administrator in the Office of Water Policy, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection) on 24 October 2011. 
 
 
Invited Presentations 
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“Florida’s Changing Landscapes” Invited presentation at the 
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“Wetlands: Science, 



 12 

 
“Paynes Prairie: Biography of a Wetland.” Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Southeastern Division of the Association of American Geographers, Fall 1993, Greensboro, NC. 

 
Honors and Awards 
Appointed to a term as the Frank E. Duckwall Professor of Florida Studies at USF St. Petersburg, 
1 July 2013—30 June 2016. 
 
Received a $500 matching grant from the Florida Humanities Council to defray the cost of 
bringing author Carlton Ward to St. Petersburg for a public lecture, Fall 2012. 
 
Received a competitive, full pay sabbatical for the spring 2011 semester at USF St. Petersburg. 
 
Received a $900 matching grant from the Florida Humanities Council to defray the cost of 
bringing author Susan Cerulean to St. Petersburg for a week-long visit, Spring 2008. 
 
Received a $4,300 New Investigator Research Grant from the University of South Florida to 
further develop a wetland survey methodology. This study compares responses to identical survey 
instruments administered by telephone (with help from Ray Oldakowski at Jacksonville 
University) and through the Internet (with help from college professors throughout Florida), Fall 
2005-Spring 2006. 
 
Received a $969 grant from the Georgia College Faculty Research Committee to develop a pilot 
study regarding people’s perceptions of wetlands in Baldwin County, Georgia, Summer 2002. 
Received an $800 grant from Weber State University’s Research, Professional Growth and 
Development Program to pursue research on Wildfire in Florida, Fall 1999. 
 
Invited to serve as a facilitator at TEACH-IN ‘96, a round table discussion sponsored by 
the University of Florida’s Center for teaching Excellence, Spring 1996. 
 
University of Florida Dissertation Fellowship, presented by the College of Liberal Arts and  
Sciences, June 1995. 
 
University of Florida Graduate Student Teaching Award, issued by the Dean of the 
Graduate School to the university’s top 14 graduate students who teach, 28 April 1995. 
 
University of Florida Presidential Award, issued in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the university, 30 March 1994. 
 
Student Paper Award, Coastal and Mar
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Reviewed book manuscript for LSU Press, spring 2007 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for Limnologica, spring 2020 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for Florida Geographer, summer 2017 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for the Journal of Political Ecology, spring 2013 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for the Journal of Rural Studies, summer 2013 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for Geoforum, spring 2011, summer 2012 
 
Reviewed article manuscripts for Southeastern Geographer, spring 2004, fall 2004, summer 
2006, spring 2007, spring 2011, summer 2013, fall 2014 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for Florida Historical Quarterly, fall 2007 
 
Reviewed article manuscript for Professional Geographer, spring 2005 
 
Reviewed article manuscripts for Historical Geography, summer 2002, summer 2003. 
 
Reviewed grant proposal for the National Science Foundation, spring 2000. 
 
 
Service Activity 
 
USF St. Petersburg 
Director, Florida Studies Program, August 2011 to present. 
 
Clean Energy and Resource Conservation Committee (CERCC), August 2015 to August 2018 
 
Environmental Science Faculty Search Committee (Chair), October 2017 to April 2018. 
 
Geography Program Coordinator, September 2017 to January 2018. 
 
ESPG Undergraduate Coordinator, November 2015 to February 2016. 
 
ESPG Department Internship Coordinator, November 2013 to February 2016. 
 
ESPG Department Undergraduate Committee Chair, August 2013 February 2016. 
 
President’s Advisory Council (Committee to search for a new campus leader [Regional 
Chancellor] at USF St. Pete), August 2012-March 2013. 
 
Member, two faculty search committees (Math), summer 2013-fall 2013 
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Member, two faculty search committees (Limnology; and Environmental Policy), August 2012 to 
January 2013. 
 
College of Arts and Science Faculty Council, August 2011 to May 2013; (Chair from August 
2011 to August 2012) 
 
Graduate Coordinator, Environmental Science and Policy Program, August 2008 to December 
2010. 
 
Member, USF St. Petersburg Faculty Senate, August 2009-May 2010. 
 
Book Review Editor for The Southeastern Geographer, Summer 2003 to Summer 2008. 
 
Interim Director, University Honors Program, USF St. Petersburg, August 2007 to August 2008. 
Program Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Social Science (ISS) Program, Fall 2003 to Summer 2008. 
 
Chair, Graduate Committee of the Environmental Science and Policy Program, April 2007 to 
December 2010. 
 
Chair, Academic Grievance Committee, Summer 2007. 
 
Member, College of Arts and Science Dean Search Committee during the 2006-2007 school year. 
 
Member, two advisor search committees, and on the anthropology search committee during 2005-
2006 school year. 
 
Member, College of Arts and Science Faculty Council, Fall 2007 to Spring 2009. 
 
Member, Executive Committee of the Florida Society of Geographers, Spring 2004-Spring 2007. 
 
Member, Campus Library Committee, Fall 2003-Summer 2010 (Chair, Fall 2006-Summer 2010). 
 
Georgia College 
Acting Department Chair, Dept. of History and Geography, 1 January 2002 to 31 July 2002. 
 
Service on Committee to Review the B.S. in Biology program at Georgia College, Spring 2003. 
 
Service on Audit Committee of the Southeastern Division of the Association of American 
Geographers, Spring 2003. 
 
Co-Chair of the State Level competition of the National Geography Bee, 4 April 2003, Georgia 
College, Milledgeville, Georgia. 
 
Faculty Mentor to new geographer, Doug Oetter, 2002-2003; Coordinator of geography 
program; strengthened and reorganized the lower division geography curriculum; ongoing 
strengthening and reorganization of upper division geography curriculum. 
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Search Committee Chair (Physical Geography/GIS), 2001-2002. 
 
Member, College of Arts & Sciences Curriculum and Instruction Committee, fall 2001 to summer 
2003. 
 
Member, International Education Committee, fall 2001 to summer 2003. 
 
Co-Chair of the State Level competition of the National Geography Bee, 6 April 2001, Georgia 
College, Milledgeville, Georgia. 
 
Co-Chair of “Teaching Geography 2000” (A Conference for Future Geography Teachers) 10 
November 2000, Georgia College, Milledgeville, Georgia.  
 
 
Weber State University 
Co-Chair of the Utah Geographic Alliance’s Annual Spring Conference, 17 March 2000, Weber 
State University, Ogden, Utah. 
 
Presentation made to Weber State University’s S4 (Science Seminars for Superior Students) 
program, “Geography as Science: It’s Not Just States & Capitals.” January 1998, Ogden, Utah. 
 
Presentation made to the Utah History Alliance, “Environmental Issues at the Millennium.” in 
June 1999, Ogden, Utah. 
 
Leader of a day long seminar on economic geography for the Utah Geographic Alliance, in July 
1999, Logan, Utah. 
 
Presentation made to participants in Weber State University’s Academy for Lifelong Learning, 
“El Nino in Utah, 1998.” November 1999, Ogden, Utah. 
 
Member, College of Social and Behavioral Science Curriculum Committee. 
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